7-nitroindazole reduces cerebral blood flow following chronic nitric oxide synthase inhibition.
Blood flow and glucose utilization were measured in rat brain after chronic L-NAME treatment followed by acute 7-nitroindazole. Following chronic L-NAME, blood flow was not significantly different from control. Treatment with acute 7-nitroindazole reduced blood flow to the same extent in both chronic saline and L-NAME groups. Glucose utilization was unaffected. These results suggest that residual NOS activity in brain is sufficient to provide tonic, NO-dependent cerebrovascular dilator tone.